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A Golden Touch

In the grand scheme of things, | wonder at all things. Sometime | think | have things all fig-
ure out. But then in the next moment | am aware of my limitations.

| often think about this amazing nature of the world. The journey of a shy village girl from a
small interior village to be the in charge of a Middle school where she gets opportunity to groom
hundreds of young minds is really incredible!

It is all because of that Golden Touch which has changed my life!

In the last part of July in 1982, | was with my mother in the town of Tezu. Tezu is always a
wonder for me. Even though a couple of times | had been there | wondered at everything in Tezu.
The rows of shops, colorful dresses, neatly arranged eatables in confectionary and of course
men and women with colorful dresses speaking different and strange languages all left me be-
witched.

Walking behind my mother like a shadow for not losing her from my sight in the busy
place, | enjoyed everything. | was relishing certain eatables and trying to pace with my mother
through one of the lanes of Tezu.

Suddenly, | felt a touch on my shoulder which made me to stop. That golden touch was
from my Mandakini Didi whom fondly we called as Manda Didi. She pulled me close and smiled
at me. On seeing her, my eyes filled with tears and | fervently hugged her. Lovingly she scolded
me “Why didn 't you report to school even after two months of its re-opening? ” My mother
who proceeded some distance came back to us and said in broken Hindi mixed with Assamese
to Didi that she had lot of problem for sending her to school. She narrated her family problems
and told her that she won 't be able to send her to school. Didi informed her that the school had
sent a good number of letters requesting to send her to school. Not a single letter reached my
native village Goiliang since it was a remote village in the Anjaw district. Didi told that now be-
cause she found me, she would take me back to school immediately. My mother was not at all
ready to send me so unexpectedly.

Without any second thought Manda Didi told her that she would arrange everything for her
and she would definitely take me to school. The determination in Mandakini Didi ’s words and
her affection has melted my mother. She nodded her head as a sign of consent!

Even though | was happy to go to school, | cried. | was feeling sad to go away from my

mother. The surroundings of my home, my little world in the village of Goilang was beckoning me.
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But the effect of the golden touch was more than my little pain and | started walking with
her virtually nothing in my hand. We set out for school which is 13 km away from Tezu in Tafro-
gam Village. Mandakini Didi was holding my hand tightly. The image of my mother with tearful
eyes only shook me like the rickety jeep in which we were travelling.

| gazed at the dark lush green tress and bushes on the way and | started dreaming varied
things.

When | woke up with the yelling of scores of girls, | could see the hostel where | had spent
8 months previously. All my friends were there in front of the hostel. Aparna Didi, Rekha Didi all
came to meet me. My pain vanished and | was feeling too shy as | became conscious about my
shabby dresses, long loose brown hair and old slippers. But nobody noticed any of these and

they cheered me up!

The next morning | was dressed in clean neat uniform which was arranged by the teach-
ers. | got now busy with the school routine and all extra-curricular activities and somewhere far |
left my sadness of leaving my mother. | started moving on ... | was never behind in my class both
academically and non-academically. | stood first in my class in Board Examination!

Today, when | think about all my teachers of VKV Tafrogam, | get filled with gratitude and
get overwhelmed with emotions.

| was shaped mainly by three Gems, so pure at heart and they were with the girls in day
and night. Every girl owes to Rekha Didi, Aparna Didi and Manda Didi. They along with dedicated
teachers put all their efforts in moulding and shaping us in every aspect. They always gave
positive reinforcement which helped me to improve more.They always stood by me whenever
there was a need. Even when i could not resist showing my childhood tantrums, they handled me
with delicacy. They devoted all the time for the care of all of us.

| remembered we girls would play with kitchen sets, making our own little homes, playing
different roles of mother, father and child. This was our favourite game on the weekends which
every girl loved to play. We girls would always invite Manda Didi as guest with full honour and re-
spect. She would be fed with the food (made of mud, flowers and leaves ) which she would
take and act as if she enjoyed the meal to please us. She seemed very much pleased. She would
appreciate our arrangements of the household utensils (made of lids of bottles, leaves, broken
soap cases and wooden blocks ). There was learning in every activity. We never wore torn
clothes. Our torn clothes were collected and on the weekends Didis would sit and stich them till
we could do it by ourselves.

We were always kept under their eyes. All the activities like how to take bath, how to wash
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clothes, how to dry clothes, how to arrange shoes etc were daily checked meticulously.
Slowly we got so accustomed with these that we began to check ourselves and do the same for
the junior classes. We began to follow them and always enacted like them.

The winter of Tafrogam in those days was extremely cold. Our skin and lips got cracks and
we would turn dry. So in the evening we were asked to sit in front of the hostels and would apply
mustard oil on our legs, hands and face from one common big can. We felt burning sensations
but later on it would give us soothing feeling. These small incidents may seem insignificant but it
remained as an example of love and care showered by our teachers.

Another very important feature of our school days was the story telling sessions. Every
class started with a story. | still remember our bed time stories. Surrounding our teachers on their
bed, keeping our heads and eyes static and listening to the stories was most thrilling for us.
These stories taught us a lot. We became keen listeners. Even today when | remember those sto-
ries my face gets lifted up with a smile. Whenever we were noisy in the classroom they would
come silently and start with these lines “Once Upon a time ----- “ and immediately the class
would be silent. | remember Manda Didi ’ s stories of Shivaji with expression, and with proper
modulation of voice and intonation. We would be carried away with her stories and would use the
slogan “Har Har Maha Dev ” These stories strengthen our moral education. Our bond towards
each other grew more intense due to there story telling sessions.

| remember | was not so good at study but with their counseling, appreciation and motiva-
tion | could improve my study gradually. As | grew up my teachers trained me as they needed me
to groom up will. They trained in taking part in all Science Seminar, Science Exhibitions, Essay
Competitions and trained me in all ways to be academically excellent. They gave me ideals, but
also saw to it that | grew up naturally so that | will be able to understand the real problems of life
in the days to come.

In class IX | was given a form to fill up. It was a sponsorship form. That every year only |
came to know that | was a sponsored child. | felt great to think how my teachers never made me
feel that way. | knew my parents could never afford to keep me in VKV and | would not have got a
chance to study in VKV Tafrogam which was an abode of peace, an abode of pure love. Our
teachers were strict, disciplined and to make them happy we followed all the rules and regulations
and indirectly we got adapted to it.

Today when | think of my days at VKV Tafrogam | feel nostalgic and thrilled. Every problem

today is solved by the knowledge gained from my school days. Yes, when today the educationists
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talk of the ethics of a teacher and framed tests for teacher ' s profile. My teachers could be
fitted well in all the frames made for a good teacher.| strongly desire to stand up to their wish and
do the utmost for the society. | owe everything to my teachers. Today if anything is accounted
well in me this is because of them.
| always remember the golden touch of Manda Didi and persistent efforts of all the other
Didis. The golden touch gave me great golden days for me. | bow my head for that.
By Smt. Sailu Bellai
Principal, VKV Tezu

and a former student of VKV

Vivekananda Kendra's work in Northeast
The Northeast region is considered the crown of Bharat and Arunachal Pradesh its crest jewel
and therefore it is vulnerable to the evil designs of forces inimical to India. Bharat Ideal Social Or-
der is a unique one and its preservation, protection and promotion is a prime necessity. This Ideal
Social Order is still prevalent in living form in all the eight States of the Northeastern region. It is
the responsibility of all patriotic citizens of this great land to contribute their time and energy for
the purpose. Shri Eknath Ranade, founder of Vivekananda Kendra was therefore very particular
that appropriate multi-dimensional activities should be undertaken here.
With this in view, Kendra is working in the region with the theme Development through Culture.
Kendra is at present having numerous active branch centres in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and

Nagaland and is slowly increasing its activities to the Northeastern States.

visit following sites to know about Vivekananda Kendra's work in Northeast India .

http://www.vivekanandakendra.org/

Vivekananda Kendra Institute of Culture : http://www.vkic.org

Vivekanada Kendra ArundJyoti Project Website : http://www.vkarunjyoti.org

Vivekanada Kendra Project for in Arunachal :  http://www.vkarunachal.org

Vivekanada Kendra Education Project for Arunachal Pradesh : http://www.vkvapt.org
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